NOTES AND NEWS
nearly half a century, Rumphius lived and worked on the island of Ambon in the Moluccas. He might have started writing his "Herbal" in 1654, but I think 1657 is more reasonable. Despite incredible setbacks (for his biography see Beekman, 1999) he completed the main six volumes of the "Herbal" by 1697 and added an "Auctuarium" or volume seven in 1701. In other words, Rumphius made his observation and wrote it down sometime during the second half of the seventeenth century! One should consider this when dating Rumphius' passage.
The textual tone is also of interest: it is a simple fact that Rumphius is reporting, without any of the effusiveness of a rare discovery. His words imply that this was not an unusual event.
Most research on the genus Nepenthes has taken place in Borneo, Java, Malaysia, and Sumatra. The Moluccas are not often included. Yet the plant could not have been a rarity there, because Rumphius reports its indigenous Ambonese name ("Sobe Peylosso" or "Aytiba"), which means that the plant was familiar to the local population. Consequently, they also must have been acquainted with the plant's zoological inhabitants.
Not too many people over the years were aware of Rumphius' discovery. L. B. Holthuis (pers. comm.) found a reference from 1933: August Thienemann (Thienemann, 1933) quotes Burman's Latin but also Rumphius' phrase "een kleen Garneeltje" and admits he does not know precisely what this little "shrimp" might be.
The most recent author, to my knowledge, to mention Rumphius is Charles Clarke (Clarke, 2001) , who has Nepenthes gymnaphora for the species name of Rumphius' plant. Merrill (1917) , however, lists it as Nepenthes mirabilis (Lour.) Merr.
Identifying the species of "shrimp" will be a challenge. L. B. Holthuis (pers. comm.) commented that, as far as one can ascertain, "no other mention of Nepenthes shrimp has ever been published". The only fact that we know of this species, which if found should be named after Rumphius, is that it is a small shrimp, that it lives in the pitchers of Nepenthes species, and that it definively occurred on Ambon.
Rumphius (1705: 26) mentioned one other, so far unidentifiable, commensal shrimp. That one lived in the shell of Tapes litterata (L., 1758), and was mentioned in Book 1 chapter 23 of the "Ambonese Curiosity Cabinet" (Beekman, 1999: 51) . Here, too, it is possible that Rumphius' description of the habitat of the species may eventually lead to its specific identification.
CONCLUSIONS
The impetus for the present remarks was to register Rumphius' priority as the observer and recorder of a commensal shrimp living in a pitcher plant. He
